Application No. 10/091,71 1 Docket No.: O497O/00OK363-US0 

Amendment dated 

After Final Office Action of September 16, 2005 

REMARKS 

Claims 1 and 9 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Henry 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,373,21 1) in view of Coles et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,351,050) and Coles et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,124,688); and claims 2 and 10 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(A) as being 
unpatentable over Henry et al. in view of Coles et al. and Coles et al., and in further view of prior art 
disclosed in the present application. 

Applicant respectfully traverses the present rejection based on the following comments. 
In rejecting the claims, the Examiner admits that the primary reference does not disclose magnets 
fixed in recesses in the rotor core; however, the Examiner submits that the Cole reference shows 
such an arrangement in Fig. 2. 

Applicant respectfully submits that Cole does not disclose or suggest the claimed 
feature(s) and therefore, does not cure the deficiency of the primary reference. Coles discloses the 
method for performing precise control of motor torque of a brushless motor regardless of rotation or 
position of the rotor. As the method, Coles discloses two transistors (switching devices (2-4), (5-7) 
that are driven using complementary PWM at high motor speeds while only the bottom switching 
device (5-7) is driven using complementary PWM at low motor speeds (see abstract, and column 8, 
lines 1 to 1 1). As a result, Coles describes effects, such as a smooth operation when reversing the 
steering wheel. Accordingly, as Coles discloses controlling ON/OFF operation of the transistors 
with PWM, Coles does not disclose field weakening control (phase control) of the present 
invention. 
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The field weakening control of the present invention is performed by controlling a phase 



itself of a motor current which is controlled with a PWM controlled pulse signal, and the field 
weakening control is performed only when the rotation speed of the motor is within the 
predetermined speed so as to obtain a steer-assisting force in high-speed steering. As a result, Coles 
does not disclose the field weakening control (phase control) of the present invention that is set 
forth in the claims. 



Based on the foregoing, Applicant respectfully submits that the cited reference fails to 



disclose or suggest at least one feature that is set forth in the independent claim. 



Reconsideration and allowance of the present claims are earnestly solicited at this time. 



In view of the above amendment, applicant believes the pending application is in 



condition for allowance. 



Dated: December 15, 2005 
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